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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims1-8, drawn to selecting and executing display symbols, classified in 
class 345, subclass 1 73. 

II. Claims 9-17, drawn to a map display, classified in class 340, subclass 
995. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in 
scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination 
is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination I has separate utility such as 
selecting different display symbols. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Sean McGinn on May 10, 2006 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-8. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. Claims 9-17 withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Scott et 
al. (US5638504). 

Regarding to claim 1 , Scott discloses an electronic equipment comprising: a 
display unit configured to display a first symbol indicating a control object and a second 
symbol indicating details of a control in a predetermined display position (col. 16, lines 
57-67), respectively; a selection unit configured to select at least one of the first and the 
second symbols displayed on the display unit in response to an instruction operation; a 
movement unit configured to move the display position of the selected symbol in 
response to a movement operation; and a control unit configured to execute the details 
of the control corresponding to the second symbol with respect to the control object 
corresponding to the first symbol in response to an execution operation (col. 16, lines 
57-67). 

Regarding to claim 2, Scott's control unit executes the details of the control when 
the control unit detects that the display position of the first symbol overlaps the display 
position of the second symbol at a time the movement operation has stopped. 
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Regarding to claims 3-4, Scott further discloses a touch sensor configured to 
detect a touch position in response to a touch of a display screen of the display unit (col. 
3, lines 52-54). The selection unit inherently selects the first and second symbols in 
response to the touch of the display screen, and the movement unit inherently moves 
the display position of the selected symbol in response to the movement operation in 
which the touch being slid on the display screen. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scott et al 
in view Astala et al. (6943778). 

Scott does not disclose selecting one of the first and second symbols when the 
display screen is touched for a predetermined time period. 

Astala, in the same input display field, disclose simulating a mouse click when a 
display screen is touched for a predetermined time period (col. 2, lines 19-37). 

In light of Astala, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use Astala's timing means in Scott's selection unit to select one of the first and second 
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symbols. By doing so the first and second symbols can be prevent from inadvertently 
activated. 

9. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scott 
et al. in view of Caswell et al. (4642459). 

Scott fails to disclose a light sensor configured to detect irradiation light from the 
display unit. 

Caswell discloses a light pen comprising a light sensor configured to detect 
irradiation light from a display unit (see abstract). 

In light of Caswell, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use Caswell's light pen as an input device in Scott's electronic equipment because the 
light pen provides an additional writing capability. 

10. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scott et 
al. in view of Caswell et al. as applied to claims 6-7 above, and further in view of Astala 
et al. 

The above disclosure of Scott, Caswell, and Astala applied here as well. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis-Doon Chow whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7767. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,340 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2629 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on 571-272-3638. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Dennis-Doon Chow 
Pri mafy;Exa mi ner / 



D. Chow 
May 27, 2006 



praSsSAW EXAMINER 



